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MISSION
ASTEP was conceived to transform the
lives of youth using the most powerful tool
artists have: their art. Since 2006, ASTEP
connects performing and visual artists
with underserved youth to awaken their
imaginations, foster critical thinking, and
help them break the cycle of poverty. In
addition, ASTEP offers leadership training
for young people seeking to change the
world through art.

WHERE IS ASTEP?

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
ASTEP partners with schools and community organizations that serve deeply underserved youth and
leads arts camps, after-school workshops and classes.
ASTEP Arts! at Refugee Youth Summer Academy (New York, New York) - serving newly arrived refugee
& asylee youth through a 6-week arts camp in partnership with the International Rescue Committee
since 2009
ASTEP on STAGE! (New York, New York) - serving youth living with HIV/AIDS, affected by the justice
system, living in transitional housing, or affected by unaccompanied minor status through after-school
programs in partnership with 8 different community programs since 2013
Art-In-Action (Homestead, Florida) - serving youth affected by immigration status through a 4-week
arts camp in partnership with enFamilia since 2006
ASTEP Arts! at Shanti Bhavan (Bangalore, India) - serving youth affected by the caste system through 2week semi-annual art camps in partnership with the Shanti Bhavan Children's Project since 2007
ASTEP Arts! through Teach for India (throughout India) - serving youth affected by extreme poverty and
their Teaching Fellows throughout the year, in partnership since 2013
artsINSIDEOUT (Johannesburg, South Africa) - serving youth and mother's living with HIV/AIDS through
a 2-week arts campi in partnership with Nkosi's Haven since 2011
ASTEP Leaders Network - through Workshops, ASTEP Chapters, and the annual Artist as Citizen
Conference in NYC, ASTEP engages young artists in the diverse ways they can strengthen communities
and empower individuals through the arts.
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In 2017, ASTEP partnered with 10 youthserving organizations around the world,
trained 185 ASTEP Volunteer Teaching
Artists, who led over 400 classes, which
contributed to more than 22,000 volunteer
hours, serving 2,575 students!

Forging new
partnerships in 2017
COMMUNITY
In response to growing demand from organizations
serving youth affected by unaccompanied minor
status, we launched a new partnership with
Lutheran Social Services NY, which provides
education, care and support for Unaccompanied
Minors newly arrived at the borders of the United
States. To complement their services, ASTEP leads
weekly arts classes that provides a safe space for
them to play and be children while building
positive peer relationships. All classes are taught in
Spanish.
In addition, ASTEP began a partnership with Waves
of Prayer, a community organization in Elaine, AR
which seeks to support the community while
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 1919
Elaine massacre. In 2018, ASTEP will lead a 3-week
summer arts camp for the children of Elaine and
use the arts as a tool for personal expression and
building healthy community bonds.
SUPPORTER
This year, ASTEP developed several new Partners
that are interested in the continued, strategic
growth of ASTEP programs.
RBC Capital Markets through support of ASTEP,
leveraged our connections to engage their clients
in a one-of-a-kind night on Broadway.
The Sills Family Foundation, a longtime beacon
within the justice involved community, began
supporting ASTEP on STAGE! in NYC.
Bay & Paul Foundation issued a grant to support
ASTEP's arts programming at the six-week
International Rescue Committee Refugee Youth
Summer Academy.

Student Spotlight: Priyanka Patil
“We’re not training kids to become artists but teaching them to think like one. Using imagination and collaboration to solve
problems is imperative to breaking cycles of poverty.” – Mary-Mitchell Campbell, Founder and Co-Executive Director

“Maya was trapped in her palace, locked in those
four walls - and so was I...just like Maya’s journey, I
had to struggle to find my voice. I knew that I had a
light that wanted to shine. I knew that I had a voice
that wanted to come out.” - Priyanka Patil

In 2013, ASTEP and Teach for India (TFI). spent
over a year building a musical to be performed by
deeply low-income school children in central
India. Featuring an original script and Broadway
composed music, MAYA: the musical follows
Princess Maya on her whirlwind journey of selfdiscovery.
The cast of 100 students performed 11 shows in
Mumbai and Pune for over 10,000 audience
members. But MAYA is more than just the
promise of a spectacular show. It is the perfect
vehicle for ASTEP to bring the arts to foster life
skills such as communication, confidence and
teamwork, all pillars of the ASTEP mission.
One of the students cast in MAYA was Priyanka
Patil, a gentle 14 year old girl. Priyanka came from
a modest family, raised by her mother who
worked feverishly to support her daughter
without the support of an abusive husband.
Priyanka’s mother had modest dreams for her
daughter: study through 12th grade, get married
and have the happy family that she never had.
Priyanka was encouraged to audition for MAYA,
when a teacher noticed her love and enthusiasm
for theater. Hopeful, Priyanka committed to
auditioning - though members of her extended
family expressed their disapproval.
Priyanka was cast as Ska, the snake, who helps the
Princess on her journey of self discovery. Ska helps
her realize that the light she was seeking was
always housed within herself, and it shines more
brightly when she is able to show the world her
courage, compassion & wisdom.
The astonishing thing, though, was that this newly
written musical also enabled the entire cast to see
the compassion, wisdom and leadership within
themselves, as well.

Through her experience and connection with
ASTEP and MAYA, Priyanka was offered a
scholarship and opportunity to attend United
World College, a select two year pre-university
program. Now acutely aware of all that she was
capable of and all that she could accomplish, she
applied to college and received a full scholarship
to a private college in Pennsylvania.
“To enable someone to explore themselves, it’s
important that we provide them with space - as
society we always keep limitations on each other we are always trapped in this box where there are
rules and impositions and all criticisms around us.
If we get out of that box, we will start finding out
what we want, what we like, what are our personal
opinions. It’s important that everyone should get a
chance to explore, to innovate, to discover
themselves.” - Priyanka Patil
Out of that box and in college now, Priyanka has
been given an immeasurable gift: an awareness
and examples of the power she holds within
herself. She has her sights set on changing her
world globally as well as locally – doing for others
what was done for her:
“I think that everyone of us is extraordinary and
every one of us has a unique thing and it’s
important that we all find that gift.” - Priyanka Patil
In 2017, the journey that began in the small town of
Pune, India, allows her to see the whole expanded
world available to her. Children around the world,
regardless of their circumstances, should be able
to see the wide horizon that can be theirs. ASTEP
exists to fulfill this need. Through arts
programming and partnerships with community
organizations working with underserved
populations, ASTEP is working to awaken
imaginations, foster critical thinking, and help our
students break the cycle of poverty.
“When people start asking why, that is when we
will start finding answers to every critical question.
Asking “Why?” is [what] guides us towards
change.” - Priyanka Patil
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